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Opportunities for Māori 
Contribution to Decision  
Making Processes

As a Council, we recognise the special position of 
tangata whenua and the important role Māori have 
to play in Council’s decision-making processes and 
aim to build and grow mutually beneficial, positive 
relationships with iwi and hapu situated within the 
Stratford District.

We acknowledge the following seven iwi as tangata 
whenua within the Stratford District.  These are Ngāti 
Ruanui, Ngāruahine, Ngāti Maru, Ngāti Mutunga, Ngāti 
Tama, Ngā Rauru and Te Atiawa. Council also recognises 
the role of Whakaahurangi Marae within the district.

MĀORI RELATIONSHIPS
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Statutory

Section 81 of the Local Government Act, 2002 requires 
Council to provide opportunities for Māori to participate 
in Council decision-making and consider ways we 
can foster the development of Māori capacity to 
contribute to Council’s decision-making. The Resource 
Management Act 1991 places further requirements on 
Council to support Māori participation and capacity in 
contributing to its decision making processes.

Significance and Engagement

The Significance and Engagement Policy sets out how 
Council will determine the significance of an issue, 
proposal, or decision and the level of engagement 
required with key stakeholders including iwi.  This 
ensures a consistent approach is used when considering 
Māori contributions to Council’s decision-making.  
Council acknowledges its unique relationship with Māori 
and supports this through:

• Establishing and maintaining processes to provide 
opportunities for Māori to contribute to decision-
making;

• Taking into account the relationship Māori have with 
their ancestral land, water, sites, waahi tapu, and 
other taonga, when a significant decision relates to 
land or a body of water;

• Building ongoing relationships with Māori to 
enable early engagement in the development of 
appropriate plans and policies

Internal Capacity

To enable and enhance effective engagement of Māori 
in decision making processes Council has committed 
resource to support and guide its interactions with 
Māori, with a focus on building the cultural competency 
of our staff and elected members.  This includes 
ensuring training on Te Ao Māori is available and 
supported, including basic te reo Māori, tikanga, local 
history, and relevant legislation.  This enhances staff 
confidence and skills in engaging with Māori to establish 
and manage effective relationships.

Working Together

Council values its relationship with mana whenua, 
demonstrated through involvement in significant 
community events such as the Puanga and te wiki o te 
reo Māori celebrations, through active engagement in 
the development of new recreational facilities as well 
as policy and bylaw adoption processes. Cooperation 
is also directly benefiting from iwi being increasingly 
included in regional groups such as the Taranaki 
Regional Executive Group, Ngā Kaiwhakatere o Taranaki 
and Civil Defence.

Going forward Council is committed to adopt a more 
formal approach to further enable Māori in decision 
making by having regular liaison meetings, at both 
governance and operational levels, and by establishing 
a Māori engagement framework with local iwi.

Governance

In 2021 Council adopted a bilingual name Te Kaunihera 
a Rohe o Whakaahurangi Stratford District Council, and 
is looking forward to continuing the conversation around 
bilingual language use across Council operations, 
services and facilities moving forward. In May 2021 
Council adopted to include a Māori Ward for the 2022 
and 2025 local body elections.  

Council provides opportunities for Māori contribution to decision 
making in the following ways:
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