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REDUCTION

S41 Forest and Rural Fires Regulations 2005.

1. The policy of the Stratford District Council as the Fire Authority is, "to take all
practical measures necessary to reduce the likelihood and consequences of fires in it’s
district.”

2. (a) The Stratford District Council strategy is to encourage the safe use of fire through
public education of the effects of uncontrolled fire on property, the environment and the
suppression costs that could accrue should a fire get out of control.

Historically and climatically the Stratford District is a low risk district for the
occurrence of rural fires. Although a Wildfire Threat Analysis (WTA) has not been
carried out in the district or region, current methods of establishing the fire risk and
danger are adequate and have proven their continued acceptability in the meantime.
Preliminary investigations are being undertaken by the Taranaki Regional Rural Fire to
the feasibility and costing of carrying out a WTA.

The Stratford District totals 215,582 ha and includes large areas totalling 114,800 ha
administered by Department of Conservation (DOC). These being 53% of the total
area. The Te Wera Forest covers 4,436 ha of the Fire District, and is administered by
NZ Forest Managers overseen by Colin Dunstan, Lake Taupo RFD in Turangi. Te
Wera Forest has its own Fire Depot located at the Forest and has a fire crew made up of
staff and local farmers. The fire depot is currently looked after by a local farmer who is
also the contact person.

The district has been divided into three polygons totalling 95,194 ha and the
surrounding conditions, and influences created by weather, topography, risk, population
and value have been assessed to establish the level of fire risk and danger. This method
of establishing risk and fire danger is supported by the districts climate and extremely
low incidence of vegetation fire.

Fire Danger Monitoring

Stratford District Council as the Rural Fire Authority undertakes the monitoring of the
fire danger by:

- using the collection of weather data from the NRFA and regions local RAWS
stations that may have an effect on the district and the subsequent determination of
the level of fire danger based on the NZ Fire Danger Rating System.

- assessing the local weather forecasts and monitoring local rainfall data from the
Taranaki Regional Council website.

- up to date forecasts from the met service when in high/extreme fire rating levels
and during large fires.

- spot weather forecasts for prescribed burning operations.

Hazard and Risk Management

In this context the definitions are:
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HAZARDS - the fuels and topography of an area (“the potential to burn”). The
examination and evaluation of hazards enables the potential for a large fire to develop
to be assessed and the degree of difficulty in suppressing a fire once it has started, to be
determined.

HAZARD MANAGEMENT - in support of hazard management the Stratford District
Council will implement the following initiatives if and when required:

- boundary inspections to identify areas of vegetation that are, or have the
potential to become a fire hazard.

- fire breaking, fuel modification or fuel reduction burning on land adjacent to
high values of risk fuel modification measures at known hazard and risk
locations to reduce the likelihood of fire ignition and spread.

RISKS - activities or events with the potential to cause a fire ignition (“the potential for
ignition”). Identification and assessment of risks enables the potential for ignition to be
evaluated and the determination of measures that can be taken to minimise the chance
of a fire starting.

RISK MANAGEMENT - In support of HAZARDS the Stratford District Council will
also implement the following risk management initiatives if and when required:

- shielding of ignition sources on machinery.
- standards for ignition safety in forestry operations.
- identification of likely ignition sources, locations and activities.
- a suppression policy during any open fire season that involves low or no values

at risk that allows for a “being observed” classification – this means the fire is
being allowed to burn, no suppression action is taking place.

It should be remembered that during “being observed” fire runs, periodic observations
must be carried out to determine – size, fire behaviour characteristics, rate of spread,
direction of spread and any changes in the values at risk.

It should be noted that the above mostly relates to commercial forest operations and
would normally be mandatory for operations carried in and about the location.

(b) The Stratford District Council’s plan for fire management is directed towards
mitigation or elimination of those hazards and risks that pose the greatest potential to
cause unacceptable damage and losses. The focus being on preventing large and
damaging fires and the associated reduction of fire suppression costs. To this end all
vegetation fires shall be investigated. An accredited investigation officer shall
investigate any large fires.

(c) A public education programme is aimed at changing peoples’ behaviour through
awareness and knowledge of the risk from open air fire through the following:

• articles and notices in local newspapers.
• notices by local radio.
• brochures and articles via the postal service to those most affected.

(d) The Stratford District Council recognises the use of fire as a land management tool. The
requirement for it’s use shall be the issue of a Fire Permit when fire restrictions are imposed
and the limitation shall be Fire Danger levels. The Principal Rural Fire Officer (PRFO) will
offer advice and assist with planning when and where necessary.
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Enforcement is used to gain compliance with established standards. The Stratford
District Council has legislated statutory powers to control the use of fire and those
activities that are known to cause fire. The Stratford District Council enforces the use
of fire by the following:

• imposition of restricted or prohibited fire seasons when weather conditions and
fire weather indices meet the trigger points and or public activity.

• the issuing of fire permits when restricted fire seasons are in force.
• undertaking/organising fire investigation where the cause of fire cannot be

easily identified.
• cost recovery for all fires that incur outside charges.
• prosecution where fires have been started by negligence, maliciousness or

without a permit during times of a restricted fire season, or during a prohibited
season.

(e) (i) There are no areas declared a forest area under Section 17 of the Act in the
district of Stratford.

(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) Bylaws relating to fire control measures for the Stratford District are to be found

in the Stratford District Council General Bylaws 1993 Chapter 17 Urban Fire
Protection Appendix (i).

(iv) There are no measures in regard to any national or regional policy statements,
regional or district plans, or regulations under the Resource Management Act
1991 that have influenced the formulating of fire control measures in the
Stratford District.


